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The U.S. Coast Guard Sector New York, the USCG 1st District Auxiliary, 
the National Park Service – Manhattan Sites, and the Alexander Hamilton 

Awareness Society have joined together to commemorate the 225th 
anniversary of the founding of the United States Coast Guard.

This commemoration honors the Coast Guard’s beginnings in New York 
City and the men and women who have served the nation and the world 

since its founding in 1790 by Alexander Hamilton. 
As the first Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton 
was responsible for establishing the new nation’s finances. 
Since the revenue to fund the entire national government

 came almost exclusively from import duties, 
Alexander Hamilton made the official recommendation 

that a service of cutters (coastal patrol boats) be created to protect 
the US coasts and ensure that the new tariff laws were being observed. 

On August 4, 1790, at Federal Hall in New York City, 
President George Washington signed into law the act that officially 

established the Revenue-Marine, the predecessor to the US Coast Guard. 

Alexander Hamilton then oversaw the implementation of this new service, 
which performed a great variety of duties in addition to its original mission 

to “protect the national revenue.” The US Coast Guard has maintained 
this rich tradition of actively serving the country in both peacetime and 

wartime for the past 225 years. 

The 225th anniversary commemoration at Federal Hall (26 Wall Street) 
will be held at 11:00 a.m. on August 4th. Special events to honor the 

occasion include a historic reenactment, a USCG Auxiliary Band concert, 
presentations, a reading of a proclamation by 

the Mayor of New York City, and more.
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